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A Four Letter Word

Directed by Casper Andreas

Digital Edition Starring Jesse Archer, Charlie David, and Cory Grant
Embrem Entertainment

Print Edition

SUBSCRIBER
SERVICES For an inveterate party boy like A Four Letter Word's Luke, sex is all-consuming
i . -- at least until it's over. Better at remembering body parts than faces, Luke
Print Edition (Jesse Archer) spends every New York minute on the prowl until he has a
Digital Edition transformative encounter with a mysterious hunk named Stephen (Charlie David). Something about

this sex was different, Luke insists: “I think we even looked each other in the eyes.” A drama queen
who speaks exclusively in bons mots, Luke can deflect any oncoming relationship with a well-placed
quip -- but for Stephen, is he willing to make an exception?

Straight romantic comedies tend to save their kiss for the final reel, but the modern gay rom-com is
a different breed. In these films the leads have moved well beyond kissing by act 2, and “I love you”
is an obstacle, not a goal. Love isn't just a four-letter word, it's a test -- and one that many gay
men, including Luke, keep putting off. After all, why should they work at a relationship when casual
encounters come so easily?

Director Casper Andreas knows this terrain well, as you might expect from someone whose previous
film was called Slutty Summer. What you might not expect is the level of wit in this modest
production, which is so familiar and confident with its characters that it feels like the third season of
a lost Logo series. Archer and David are both appealing, but Cory Grant makes the strongest
impression as Zeke, an activist who works with Luke and challenges him to justify his reputation as

RSS FEEDSE a “gay cliché.” Luke doesn’t pretend to have all the answers, but by the time things wrap up he's

matured just enough. He may not have passed the test yet, but at least he’s been studying.
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*Hometown (Required):

*E-mail address: (Required, but will not be displayed)

Is this comment for publication?

O Yes (O No

Daytime phone number: (Required for print publication only and will not be displayed)

Please enter the words you see in the box, in order and
separated by a space. Doing so helps prevent automated
programs from abusing this service.
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Type the two words:
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If you would like to submit a comment for posting, please fill out the form above.

All comments submitted via this form are subject to posting or publication. (To send a private
letter to an Advocate editor or writer, please use the e-mail button at the top of the page, or use
snail mail.) If you would like your comment considered for publication in The Advocate magazine,
please include your full name, your city of residence, and a phone number where you can be
reached during business hours so that we can confirm your identity. Your e-mail address and
telephone number are strictly confidential and will not be shared or used for any purpose other
than to contact you about your comment.

See the Contact page for sending comments for reasons other than responding to Advocate
editorial and news stories.

Please note that comments sent by fax or snail mail are unlikely to be posted, although they will
be considered for publication along with all letters received via e-mail or via this Web page.
Comments that chiefly concern Advocate.com content will be considered for posting only on the
Web site. The Advocate reserves the right to edit submitted comments for grammar, spelling,
obscenities, or libel; we will, however, do our best to preserve the original comment's style and
intent. Comments considered for publication in The Advocate magazine may also be edited for
length.
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